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Health  Department, 

86  Maison  Dieu  Road, 
Dover. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dover  : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1968,  during  which  period  the  Department’s  work  and  activities  were  under 
the  general  administration  of  Dr,  C.  F.  Lynch  who  retired  at  the  end  of 
February,  1969,  after  serving  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  our  best  wishes  go  to  him  for  a long  and  happy  retire- 
ment. 

In  tendering  my  apologies  for  the  delayed  presentation  of  this  Report 
I must  explain  that  for  a period  of  three  months  immediately  after  taking 
over  from  Dr.  Lynch  I was  without  a Deputy  and  found  that  my  commit- 
ments at  the  Port,  with  my  three  other  Authorities  and  the  Hospital  pre- 
vented my  starting  on  the  preparation  of  the  Report  ; fortunately,  on  2nd 
June,  1969,  we  were  joined  by  and  welcomed  Dr.  J.  LI.  T.  Graham  as  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  submitting  the  principal  features  of  the  year’s  vital  statistics  I would 
ask  that  it  be  remembered  that  no  exaggerated  significance  should  be  at- 
tached to  any  apparent  sudden  rise  or  fall  in  a rate  when  compared  with  the 
rate  for  the  previous  year  as  the  statistics  relate  only  to  a comparatively 
very  small  population  and  should  be  considered  together  over  a period  of 
years  before  any  trend  assessment  can  be  made. 

Population  ; The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  the  mid-year,  1968, 
of  35,970  showed  a decrease  of  90  on  the  figure  for  1967,  and  is  only  some 
400  above  the  actual  figure  revealed  by  the  1961  census. 

Birth  Rate  : There  was  a further  fall  in  the  birth  rate  corresponding 
approximately  to  the  fall  in  the  national  rates. 

Death  Rate  : The  adjusted  death  rate  at  12.97  per  1,000  of  the  population 
was  1.63  higher  than  that  reported  for  1967  and  1.07  above  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  : there  were  in  fact  some  64  more  deaths  registered  in 
1968  than  in  1967  but  reference  to  the  age  groupings  of  the  deaths  for  these 
last  two  years  will  show  that  the  increase  was  due  to  natural  trends. 

Infant  Mortality  : The  increase  in  the  infant  death  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  from  10  in  1967  to  14  in  1968,  a rise  of  40%  must  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  my  third  paragraph  above  and  is  of  no  special  significance  ; in 
fact  the  1968  rate  compares  veiy^  favourably  with  the  rate  of  18  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Maternal  Deaths  : As  in  1 967  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Cancer  : The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  (22)  approximated 
to  the  average  over  the  last  nine  years  wffiile  deaths  from  cancer  of  other 
sites  were  also  on  average.  The  local  rates  are  slightly  higher  than  the  rates 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

Tuberculosis  : Two  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  recorded, 
one  a male  aged  50  years  and  one  a female  aged  74  years.  New  cases  noti- 
fied during  1968  numbered  only  half  of  those  brought  to  notice  in  1967.  I 
would  draw  attention  here  to  the  comments  in  the  text  of  the  Report  on 
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the  review  of  the  tuberculosis  registers  undertaken  by  the  Department  in 
co-operation  with  the  staff  of  the  Chest  Physician. 

Infectious  Disease  (excluding  tuberculosis)  : It  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
no  special  reference  to  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  need  be  made  in 
this  Report. 

A description  of  the  principal  activities  of  the  Department  together 
with  relevant  statistics  is  to  be  found  in  the  following  pages  of  this  Report 
and  the  only  comment  I would  make  at  this  juncture  is  to  express  disappoint- 
ment that  the  rehousing  of  people  living  in  properties  subject  to  statutory 
closure  is  not  given  higher  priority. 

I am  sure  that  Dr.  Lynch  would  wish  me  on  his  behalf  to  thank  you 
and  the  members  of  the  Health  Department  staff  for  the  support  and  co- 
operation afforded  him  during  1968,  and  may  I include  in  this  expression  of 
appreciation  the  Chief  Officers  and  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Corporation’s 
other  Departments. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  BYRNE, 

\3>th  August,  1969  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A— VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 

CONDITIONS 

AREA  

ESTIMATED  PRODUCT  OF  PENNY  RATE 

(probable  1968/69 

POPULATION — 1968  (Estimated  mid-year)  .. 

CENSUS— 1961  

EMPLOYMENT 

Once  again  Mr.  E.  W.  Spence,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Ex- 
change at  Dover  has  been  asked  to  comment  on  Employment  and 
Productivity  in  Dover  and  district  during  1968  and  with  his  per- 
mission I am  pleased  to  include  his  considered  remarks. 

“ Despite  the  year  opening  with  the  Tilmanstone  Colliery  under 
threat  of  closure  and  the  pen  factory  due  to  transfer  elsewhere, 
1968  proved  to  be  a year  of  improving  fortune  in  the  employment 
field. 

The  National  Coal  Board’s  decision  to  retain  the  Colliery  led 
to  a programme  of  development  including  the  recruitment  of  more 
mineworkers.  The  closing  of  the  pen  factory  led  to  little  unemploy- 
ment ; the  local  box  factory  took  over  the  workers  and  the  making 
of  pen  boxes,  and  those  men  and  women  who  registered  for  other 
work  were  quickly  placed  elsewhere.  News  of  the  closure  brought 
several  enquiries  from  local  and  outside  firms  ; but  the  demand 
was  for  female  labour,  a demand  which  could  not  be  met. 

The  Thorn-AEI  take-over  of  Metal  Industries,  involving  Avo 
Ltd.,  led  to  reorganisation  at  the  Dover  factory  and  the  opening  of 
Company  units  making  radio  valve  and  tape-deck  sub-assemblies  ; 
the  over-all  effect  was  to  strengthen  the  demand  for  female  labour. 

The  commencement  of  the  hovercraft  service  brought  limited 
employment  for  local  men  and  women,  and  this  should  extend. 

The  steady  development  of  the  Aylesham  Industrial  Estate, 
within  the  Dover  Employment  area,  created  employment  for  ap- 
proximately 120  women  and  20  men  during  the  year;  and  the 
demand  will  extend  as  other  units  open,  indirectly  reducing  the 
available  labour  in  the  Dover  area  itself. 

Until  the  Autumn  the  numbers  unemployed  were  less  than  in 
1967.  At  mid- July,  when  seasonal  work  is  at  its  peak,  statistics 
showed  : — 

1968  ...  298  men  38  women  25  boys  26  girls — total  387 
1967  ...  312  men  61  women  18  boys  20  girls — total  411 

At  that  point  42  men  were  in  the  age  group  50-59  years,  and 
72  were  aged  60  and  over.  From  October  onward  there  were  a 
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3,979.5  acres 

£5,465 

35,970 

35,554 


few  more  men  and  considerably  more  women  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  women  were  mainly  those  discharged  from  seasonal 
work,  and  a marked  proportion  seeking  work  with  limited  hours. 

Broad  indications  are  of  a steady  increase  in  the  numbers  en- 
gaged in  most  fields  of  employment,  except  the  Building  Industry 
which  continues  without  any  major  works  of  note.  It  is  in  this 
field  that  we  need  employment,  for  building  labourers  and  some 
of  the  unskilled. 

An  analysis  of  the  limited  skills  and  age  groupings  of  the 
unemployed  register  suggests  that  we  could  not  support  any  major 
development,  i.e.  one  big  firm,  but  that  we  should  continue  to  aim 
to  attract  small  units  of  a diverse  nature.” 


STATISTICAL  INFORMATION  RELATING  TO 
BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


Area  Comparability  Factors 

Births 

• 

1.10 

Deaths 

... 

0.97 

(a)  Live  Births  : 
Registered  Live  Birth — 1968  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

237 

209 

446 

Illegitimate 

23 

25 

48 

260 

234 

494 

The  total  live  births  (494)  show  a decrease  of  21  on  the  total 
for  1967. 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  : 

(Rates  for  1966  and  1967  are  also  shown) 


1966 

1967 

1968 

Crude  

15.8 

14.3 

13.7 

Adjusted  

17.4 

15.7 

15.1 

(b)  Stillbirths  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

6 

4 

10 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths  : 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Stillbirths 

• • • • • • 

8.7 

7.7 

19.8 

5 

4 

10 

6 


(c)  Deaths  : 630  deaths  were  notified  by  the  Local  Registrar 
as  having  occurred  within  the  area  of  the  Borough  and  of  these  238 
were  transferable  to  other  Authorities ; the  inward  transfers  alloc- 
ated by  the  Registrar  General  numbered  89,  giving  a net  allocation 
of  481  (237  males  and  244  females).  This  total  is  two  more  than 
the  figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  in  his  Annual  Statistical 
Return. 

Registered  Deaths  : 

Males  ...  237 

Females  . . . 244 


481 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 

1966  1967  1968 

Crude  11.24  11.57  13.37 

Adjusted  11.13  11.34  12.97 

(d)  Infant  Deaths  : There  were  7 infant  deaths  (i.e.  of  chil- 
dren under  1 year  of  age)  during  1968  compared  with  5 in  1967. 

The  infant  death  rate  (i.e.  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births)  over 
the  last  three  years  is  as  follows  ; 

1966  1967  1968 

28  10  14 
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TABLE  1 


BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS, 
CANCER  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  COMPARED  WITH  FIG- 
URES (PROVISIONALLY  BASED  ON  QUARTERLY  RETURNS)  FOR 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


DOVER 

ENGLAND  & 
WALES 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

BIRTHS  : 

Live  Births  (adjusted) 

15.1 

16.9 

Still  Births  ... 

0.28 

0.25 

DEATHS : 

19.8(a) 

14 

All  Causes  (adjusted) 

12.97 

11.9 

Tuberculosis  (i)  Respiratory 

0.055 

0.030 

(ii)  Other  ... 

— 

0.013 

Cancer  (i)  Lungs  and  Bronchus 

0.611 

0.593 

(ii)  Other 

1.889 

1.723 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1 year  of  age 

14 

18 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Related 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

— 

0.24 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 

(b)  A “ — ” signifies  no  cases. 


TABLE  2 

Causes  of  Death  in  1968 

A revised  cause  classification  of  deaths  has  been  introduced 
by  the  Registrar  General  in  the  mortality  statistics  for  1968  follow- 
ing the  production  by  the  World  Health  Organisation  of  the  eighth 
edition  of  the  “ Manual  of  the  International  Classification  of  Dis- 
eases, Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death  ”. 

Deaths  are  now  classified  under  65  headings  in  lieu  of  the  36 
in  use  up  to  the  year  1967  and  I propose  therefore  to  omit  the  age 
groupings  included  in  this  table  in  previous  years  as  being  wasteful 
of  space  and  time  and  to  substitute  a selective  table  in  respect  of  the 
principal  fatal  diseases  and  age  groupings  : — 

8 


Cause  of  Death 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Leukaemia 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 
Anaemias 

Mental  disorders  

Other  diseases  of  nervous  System  . . . 
Chronic  Rheumatic  heart  disease  . . . 
Hypertensive  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease  

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Influenza  

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
Asthma 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Peptic  ulcer  ... 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  ... 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  . . . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 
Diseases  Musculo-skeletal  system  . . . 
Congenital  anomalies 
Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc.  . . . 
Other  causes  perinatal  mortahty  ... 
Ill-defined  conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide  and  self-inflcted  injuries 
All  other  external  causes  


Total 


TABLE  3 


Age  Groupings 

of  Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Under  4 weeks 

3 

1 

4 weeks  and  under  1 year 

1 

2 

1 year — 4 years  

1 

2 

5 — 14  years 

1 

1 

15 — 24  years  

2 

1 

25 — 34  years  

2 

1 

35 — 44  years  

2 

5 

45 — 54  years 

25 

5 

55 — 64  years  

38 

22 

65 — 74  years  

68 

52 

75  years  and  over 

94 

152 

Total 

237 

244 

The  85  deaths  from  respiratory  causes  were  mainly  confined  to 
the  65  years  and  over  age  groups  and  were  almost  double  the  num- 
ber recorded  in  1967. 

Mention  may  also  be  made  here  of  the  fact  that  of  the  12 
female  deaths  attributed  to  “All  other  accidents”,  10  were  of  per- 
sons of  75  years  of  age  and  over.  One  was  75  years  old,  five  were 
in  their  80’s  and  four  in  the  90’s  : fractured  bones  (in  the  case  of 
seven,  femurs)  were  recorded  as  contributory  causes  of  death  in 
all  cases. 


TABLE  4 


Age  Grouping  of  Principal  Causes  of  Death 


Cause  of  Death  25-34 

M F 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

Leukaemia  ...  ...  ... 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ... 

Chronic  Rheumatic 

Heart  Disease  

Hypertensive  Disease  ... 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  — 1 

Cerebro-Vascular  Disease  ...  — 


35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  & 
over 

Total 

M F 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

— — 

2 — 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

7 1 

— — 

2 — 

6 

— 

7 

2 

5 

— 

20  2 

— 1 



— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 3 

— 2 



— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 7 

1 

— 

1 — 

1 — 

3 1 

3 

5 

6 

8 

10 

12 

23  26 

1 — 

— 1 

___ 

2 

___ 

1 

1 4 



— 1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 5 

— — 

10  — 

9 

2 

26 

15 

18 

32 

63  49 

— — 



— 

1 

3 

3 

6 

19 

9 24 

— — 

1 — 

2 

4 

3 

9 

16 

28 

22  41 
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TABLE  5 

Percentage  Age  Distribution  of  Deatlis — Male  and  Female 

1950,  1955,  1960,  1965-1968 


Age 

Groups 

Under 

65  Years 

65—74 

Years 

75  Years 
and  over 

Year 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1950 

39.63 

23.54 

30.00 

30.00 

30.37 

46.46 

1955 

32.45 

25.25 

34.05 

23.20 

33.50 

51.55 

1960 

35.84 

18.22 

30.09 

22.43 

34.07 

59.35 

1965 

31.28 

16.36 

32.16 

27.88 

36.56 

55.76 

1966 

37.33 

25.40 

30.41 

16.40 

32.26 

58.20 

1967 

32.44 

24.48 

32.89 

25.00 

34.67 

50.52 

1968 

31.64 

16.40 

28.69 

21.31 

39.67  1 

62.29 

TABLE  6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  1950, 1955,  1960,  1965-68 

Lungs  and 

Bronchus  Other  Sites  All  Sites 


Year 

Population 

M. 

F.  Total  Rate 

M. 

F.  Total 

Rate  Total  Rate 

1950 

34,240 

7 

2 

9 

0.26 

34 

31 

65 

1.90 

74 

2.16 

1955 

34,490 

12 

1 

13 

0.38 

24 

34 

58 

1.68 

71 

2.06 

1960 

34,920 

19 

5 

24 

0.69 

22 

37 

59 

1.69 

83 

2.38 

1965 

36,070 

22 

3 

25 

0.69 

30 

22 

52 

1.44 

77 

2.13 

1966 

36.110 

16 

4 

20 

0.55 

27 

30 

57 

1.58 

77 

2.13 

1967 

36,060 

26 

2 

28 

0.776 

28 

42 

70 

1.941 

98 

2.717 

1968 

35,970 

20 

2 

22 

0.611 

31 

37 

68 

1.889 

90 

2.50 
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SECTION  B— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities  : 

The  town  is  amply  provided  for  in  the  matter  of  laboratory 
facilities  having  the  services  of  the  Public  Analyst  at  Canterbury 
and  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Maidstone,  while  in  emer- 
gency the  Hospital  Laboratory  at  Buckland  Hospital  is  always  pre- 
pared to  afford  necessary  assistance. 

2.  County  Services  : 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Coun- 
cil administers  the  ambulance,  midwifery  and  home  nursing  services 
and  the  following  are  the  details  of  the  services  provided  during 
1968  : 

(a)  Ambulance  Service  : 

Total  number  of  patients  ...  21,478  (18,460) 

Number  of  journeys  ...  ...  5,601  (4,975) 

Mileage  112,727  (99,421) 

(The  bracketed  figures  are  those  for  1967) 

(b)  Midwifery  Service  : Five  midwives  are  available  in  the 
Borough  area  and  during  1968  215  births  were  attended. 

(c)  Home  Nursing  Service  : Four  full-time,  two  part-time 
and  one  group  relief  District  Nurses  are  employed  and  during  1968 
a total  of  480  patients  were  attended  ; 15,582  attendances  (includ- 
ing casuals)  were  made. 

The  County  Authority,  as  the  Local  Health  and  Education 
Authority,  also  provides  maternity,  child  welfare  and  cytology 
clinics,  immunisation  and  vaccination  sessions  and  school  clinics 
for  minor  ailments,  dental,  ophthalmia,  child  guidance  and  speech 
therapy  clinics  ; a family  planning  clinic  under  the  auspices  of  the 
local  branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  is  held  once  weekly 
in  the  County  clinic  at  Brook  House. 

3.  Hospital  Facilities  : 

The  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  is  now  entirely  devoted  to  geriatric 
needs  while  Buckland  Hospital  is  available  for  general  medical, 
surgical  and  maternity  cases  ; infectious  cases  in  need  of  hospital 
care  or  isolation  are  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at 
Tower  Hamlets,  of  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  medical 
charge. 

4.  Nursing  Home  Registration  : 

There  are  no  nursing  homes  registered  in  the  Borough  but  the 
need  for  such  is  not  acutely  felt  as  quite  a number  operate  in  the 
areas  of  the  neighbouring  authorities. 
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5.  National  Assistance  Acts  1948-51  : 

In  consequence  of  information  from  a medical  practitioner 
regarding  an  aged  female  patient  of  his  the  question  of  need  for 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  was  considered.  The  patient  was 
aged  87  years,  suffering  from  advanced  heart  failure  and  immob- 
ilised by  arthritis  ; she  was  attended  only  by  her  aged  husband, 
himself  an  invalid,  and  it  was  an  obvious  necessity  for  her  immed- 
iate hospitalisation.  This  was  reluctantly  effected  under  the  emer- 
gency powers  of  the  1951  Amendment  Act ; unfortunately  the  old 
lady  died  some  three  weeks  later. 

The  order  detaining  another  female  patient  in  “care  and  atten- 
tion” was  renewed  at  the  statutory  three  monthly  intervals. 

The  Borough  authority  is  not  the  Welfare  authority  and  Sec- 
tion 47  of  the  principal  Act  as  amended  by  the  1951  Act  is  the  sole 
statutory  instrument  authorising  it  to  take  the  necessary  action  in 
these  and  similar  instances.  However  the  Department  very  often 
finds  itself  with  a “watching  brief”  over  these  aged,  and  often 
independent-minded,  persons,  who  rigidly  refuse  to  accept  the  bene- 
fits of  the  medical  and  welfare  services  provided  for  them.  Periodic 
visits  to  check  their  well-being,  attempts  at  persuasion  to  accept 
hospital  or  County  accommodation  or  the  numerous  domiciliary 
services  available,  contact  with  relatives  to  afford  such  assistance 
as  they  find  possible — these  and  numerous  other  duties  all  too  often 
become  the  responsibility  of  the  medical  staff  and  public  health 
inspectorate  in  the  Department. 

6.  Medical  Examination  : 

Eighty  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Officer  or  his  Deputy  during  the  year  ; forty-four  for  purposes  of 
superannuation,  thirty-five  to  assess  fitness  for  employment  and 
one  for  retirement  from  employment  on  medical  grounds. 


SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

OF  THE  AREA 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  30th 
June,  1968,  was  35,970,  a decrease  of  90  on  the  figure  for  1967. 

Number  of  properties  on  Valuation  Roll  (figures  supplied  by 
Borough  Treasurer)  as  at  31st  December,  1968  : — 

Local  Authority  70 

Dwelling  Houses  11,499 

Agricultural  ...  ...  ...  12 

All  other  (including  Business 

and  Industrial)  . . . 2,420 
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1.  Water  Supply  : 

The  one  house  not  previously  connected  to  the  mains  water 
supply  has  now  been  connected. 

The  piped  mains  supplies  from  the  Dover  Corporation  and 
Mid-Kent  Water  Company  undertakings  continued  at  a satisfactory 
level  in  both  quality  and  quantity  during  1968.  Negotiations  for 
the  transfer  of  the  Corporation  undertaking  to  the  control  of  the 
Folkestone  and  District  Water  Company  were  still  under  consider- 
ation during  the  year. 


Sampling — 1968 


Per  Health  Department 
(ex  Dwelling  houses) 

Bacteriological 

22 

Chemical 

Per  Corporation  Undertaking 

(ex  Waterworks)  

12 

4 

Per  Mid-Kent  Water  Company 

(a)  pumping  stations  supplying  area — 

Raw  ...  ...  76 

4 

Treated 

62 

3 

(b)  other  areas  supplied  from  these 

pumping  stations  ... 

101 

27 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waters — Specimen  Sample  Results 


Dover 

Corporation 

* The  Mid-Kent 
Water  Company 
No.  1 Bore, 
Barham  Pumping 
Station 

Appearance 

Clear  and  Bright 

Clear  and  Bright 

Odour 

None 

None 

pH  Value  ... 

7.1 

7.1 

P.P.M. 

P.P.M. 

Free  Ammonia 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

0.014 

0.008 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  

Nil 

Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  

9.0 

3.0 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

27 

18 

Temporary  Hardness  

238 

231 

Total  Hardness 

280 

249 

Permanent  Hardness  

42 

18 

Oxygen  absorbed  at  80°  F. 

0.10 

0.02 

Total  Solids 

355 

358 

Both  waters  pure  and  wholesome. 

* Treated  water  No.  1 Bore  at  Barham  Pumping 

Station. 
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2.  Public  Cleansing  and  Refuse  Disposal  : 

Disposal  of  refuse  continues  at  the  Danes  Refuse  Tip  but  it 
is  contemplated  that  this  Tip  will  be  completely  filled  by  the  autumn 
of  1970';  a new  tipping  site  has  been  located  at  Sleed  Wood  and 
action  is  now  being  taken  to  ensure  that  this  site  is  ready  for  opera- 
tion when  the  existing  tip  closes.  Meanwhile  investigations  are  still 
being  made  into  the  operation,  jointly  with  four  adjoining  Authori- 
ties, of  a Refuse  Incinerator  at  a conveniently  sited  location. 

Inspection  of  the  Danes  Refuse  Tip  was  made  at  regular  inter- 
vals in  connection  with  rat  infestation  and  three  treatments  were 
carried  out : — 

April ! May  : 25  baiting  points  were  made  (8oz.  Warfarin/ 

Pinhead  Oatmeal) ; 5 ‘part’  takes  were  recorded  at  the 
first  check,  3 at  the  second  and  all  “no  takes”  at  the  third. 

August  : 20  baiting  points  (8oz.  Warfarin /Pinhead  Oatmeal) ; 
At  the  first  check,  5 ‘complete’  and  8 ‘part’  takes  were  re- 
corded, at  the  second  1 ‘complete’  and  7 ‘part’  takes,  at 
the  third  2 ‘part’,  and  at  the  fourth  no  takes. 

November  : 24  baiting  points  (8  oz.  Zinc  Phosphide/ Bread 

Rusk)  : — 

1st  Day  Prebait — 4 oz.  bread  Rusk — 24  baits. 

2nd  Day  Check — 3 ‘complete’  and  10  ‘part’  takes  renewed. 
3rd  Day — 2 ‘complete’  and  8 ‘part’  takes  renewed. 

Poisoned  Baits  substituted  throughout. 

4th  Day — 2 ‘complete’  and  4 ‘part’  takes  of  poisoned  bait. 

Post  baiting  carried  out  with  negative  results. 

3.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Six  cottages  drained  to  cesspools  have  been  closed  under  Hous- 
ing Act  procedure  since  the  preparation  of  the  1967  Annual  Report 
and  sixty-one  properties  remain  drained  tO'  cesspools,  two  tO'  septic 
tanks  while  six,  have  pail  closets  ; apart  from  these  all  properties  in 
the  Borough  are  connected  to  the  public  sewers. 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  in- 
formation relating  to  surface  water  drainage  and  foul  sewerage 
developments  in  1 968  : — 

Sea  Outfall.  Repairs  were  carried  out  by  divers  to  a fracture 
in  36  in.  diameter  C.I.  outfall. 

River  Drive.  A new  system  of  sewers  has  been  laid  to  serve 
a development  of  10  bungalows,  including  a 6 in.  diameter  foul 
water  sewer  and  9 in.  diameter  surface  water  sewer  connecting  to 
Crabble  Lane  sewers. 

Carlsden  Close.  The  6 in.  soil  and  9 in.  surface  water  sewers 
have  been  extended  from  a point  adjacent  to  the  railway  fine  off 
Crabble  Hill  tO'  serve  a development  of  13  houses. 
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Roosevelt  Road  Housing  Development — Stage  /.  A new  sys- 
tem of  sewers  has  been  laid,  including  a 6 in.  diameter  foul  water 
sewer  and  6 in.  diameter  surface  water  sewer,  to  serve  52  dwellings 
connecting  with  the  existing  main  sewers  from  Roosevelt  Road  to 
Winant  Way  at  a point  near  Maine  Crescent. 

Snargate  Street.  The  existing  9 in.  diameter  foul  water  sewer 
has  been  reconstructed  from  a point  opposite  the  Masonic  Hall  to 
No'.  154. 

Grabble  Lane.  The  existing  6 in.  diameter  foul  water  sewer 
has  been  extended  40  yards  to  serve  additional  development  plots 
between  Grabble  Close  and  Dean  wood  Road. 

Folkestone  Road.  A new  6 in.  diameter  foul  water  sewer 
connection  has  been  provided  opposite  No.  100  Folkestone  Road 
from  the  footpath  inspection  chamber  to  the  main  sewer. 

4.  Inspection  of  the  District  : 

(a)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  : 


Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  and  Pubhc 


Health  Acts)  Repair  etc. 

2,016 

Rehousing  Enquiries  ... 

103 

Aged  and  Infirm  People  

27 

Noise  Abatement 

31 

Keeping  of  Animals  

85 

Moveable  Dwellings 

8 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  ... 

23 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiry  and 

Disinfection 

41 

Disinfestations  

211 

Clean  Air  Act  

21 

Food  and  Drugs  : 

Food  Hygiene 

351 

Food  Sampling 

87 

Food  Condemnation  

179 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  : 

Inspections  

220 

Other  Visits  

186 

Milk  and  Dairies  : 

Dairies  and  Distributors  

56 

Pasteurisers  and  other  Establishments 

12 

Factories  

15 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

241 

Refuse  Accumulation  

57 

Other  Matters  

460 

4,430 
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(B)  Analysis  of  Notices  Served  Etc.  During  1968 


oc 

T3  VO 

«4-* 

p m 

o 


o a 

VM 

d 


I 

3 


•I-) 

00 


Cl 


cn 


ri 


Cl 


"O 

Ji 

1j 

o 

c 

c3 

U 


o a 
c 


It 

2 o 

00 


lO 


VO 


Cl 


Cl 


-a 

•Si 

"E 

6 

o 


o a 

'4H 

c 


I 

3 


cJ 
•(— > 
C/5 


»c 


VO 


On 

d 


d 


00 


d 


ro 


d 


oo 

i/n 


’V 

o 

D 

00 


O cJ 

M-l 

c 


le- 

2 o 

00 


d 


cc 


d 

Cl 


re 


Cl 


VO 


QO 


W) 

_c 

’c 

C 

cl  • 
c/5 

P 

o 


I 

E 

O c3 


I 

3 


VC 


cd 

OO 


>c 


Ov 

d 


VO 


<u 

3 

C3 

-I.J 

C/0 


O) 

o 

<- 

OJ) 

c 

3 

o 

ffi 


cd 

D. 

<u 

0!^ 


<0 

W) 

cd 

C 

’cd 

t-( 


CO 

3 

O 

V 

c 

"o 

CJ 

c« 


oxi 

•-H  -w 

JO  Cd  +j 
3 0/  CJ 


CO 

c 

_o 

3 

6D 

O 

u 

3 

o 

“5b 

ffi 

"3 

O 

O 


CJ 

< 

CO 

U 

'C 

o 

3 

cd 


hJ 

< 

H 

O 

H 


17 


5.  Atmospheric  Pollution  : 

(a)  The  following  monthly  readings  were  recorded  at  the  two 
deposit  gauges,  one  sited  at  the  Meteorological  Station  and  one  at 
St.  Radigund’s  : also  tabled  for  comparative  purposes  are  the 
yearly  totals  and  monthly  averages  for  1967. 


Site  ; 

Meteorological  Station 

St. 

Radigund’s  Road 

Month 

R. 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D. 

R. 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D. 

January 

2.05 

13.72 

13.35 

27.07 

2.25 

20.91 

7.94 

28.85 

February 

2.01 

7.64 

14.81 

22.45 

2.72 

18.87 

11.51 

30.38 

March 

0.95 

18.63 

14.78 

33.41 

1.10 

30.00 

11.05 

41.05 

April 

1.77 

15.35 

11.43 

26.78 

1.77 

18.22 

7.60 

25.82 

May 

1.50 

8.69 

10.41 

19.10 

2.05 

14.21 

9.95 

24.16 

June 

1.26 

12.34 

11.69 

24.03 

1.77 

19.52 

11.98 

31.50 

July 

4.69 

11.39 

12.26 

23.65 

4.37 

13.44 

8.07 

21.51 

August 

2.80 

9.97 

15.01 

24.98 

3.27 

16.66 

9.58 

26.24 

September 

3.31 

8.18 

16.22 

24.40 

4.22 

13.78 

11.44 

25.22 

October 

2.52 

7.25 

21.10 

28.35 

2.88 

15.12 

10.28 

25.40 

November 

1.70 

7.03 

15.66 

22.69 

2.13 

10.31 

10.44 

20.75 

December 

1.66 

5.61 

20.32 

25.93 

2.21 

12.85 

14.94 

27.79 

Total  1968 

26.22 

125.80 

177.04 

302.84 

30.74 

203.89 

124.78 

328.67 

Monthly 

Average 

1968 

2.185 

10.48 

14.75 

25.23 

2.56 

16.99 

10.40 

27.39 

Total  1967 

25.40 

149.32 

203.28 

352.60 

28.88 

209.10 

146.18 

355.28 

Monthly 

Average 

1967 

2.12 

12.44 

16.94 

29.38 

2.41 

17.43 

12.18 

29.61 
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Summary  of  Readings  1957-68  : 


Meteorological  Station 

St.  Radigund’s 

Road 

Year 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D.  P.S.D. 

I.D. 

S.D. 

T.S.D. 

P.S.D. 

1957 

145.83 

195.79 

341.62 

134 

No  Instrument 

1958 

125.21 

147.27 

272.48 

118 

5) 

1959 

153.67 

205.24 

358.91 

133 

>> 

1960 

123.07 

181.72 

304.79 

148 

> 

1961 

122.02 

184.78 

306.80 

151 

*42.35 

41.78 

84.13 

99 

1962 

171.87 

177.37 

349.24 

103 

164.29 

113.88 

278.17 

69 

1963 

167.10 

185.53 

352.63 

111 

159.51 

120.59 

280.10 

60 

1964 

141.65 

183.71 

325.36 

130 

155.65 

147.71 

303.36 

95 

1965 

128.72 

176.35 

305.07 

137 

188.83 

114.29 

303.12 

60 

1966 

120.44 

181.52 

301.86 

150 

191.46 

143.49 

334.95 

70 

1967 

149.32 

203.28 

352.60 

136 

209.10 

146.18 

355.28 

70 

1968 

125.80 

177.04 

302.84 

141 

203.89 

124.78 

328.67 

61 

* Three  months  only 

Key  to  abbreviations  used  in  above  table : 

R = Rainfall — inches  per  month 

LD.  — Insoluble  Deposits 

S. D.  — Soluble  Deposits 

T. S.D.  — Total  Solids 

P.S.D.  — This  figure  is  the  proportion  of  soluble  to  insol- 

uble deposits,  taking  the  latter  as  100.  Normally, 
in  the  relatively  clean  areas  the  proportion  is 

, higher  than  in  the  less  clean  industrial  areas. 


tons  per  square  mile 


As  from  1st  April  1968  the  Ministry  of  Technology  required  the 
submission  of  results  of  analysis  of  atmospheric  pollution  samples 
at  six-monthly  intervals  instead  of  monthly  as  previously,  to  con- 
form with  the  practice  of  the  Minstry  to  publish  their  reports  at 
six-monthly  intervals. 

(b)  General  Observations  : 

Apart  from  one  offending  industrial  concern  in  the  Port  area 
few  complaints  regarding  atmospheric  pollution  were  received  in 
the  Department.  At  the  Tarmacadam  Works,  in  spite  of  rigid  pre- 
cautions by  the  management,  spasmodic  nuisance  from  dust  and 
fumes  does  occur  usually  aggravated  by  unsuitable  weather  and  at- 
mospheric conditions  but  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  plant 
operators  are  fully  conscious  of  their  liabilities;  regarding  pollution 
and  act  immediately  on  representations  from  the  Department. 
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6.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  : 

(A)  Statistical  Statement  for  Year  Ended  31st  December, 
1968  : 

(1)  Registrations  : 


Class  of  Premises 

Registered 

at 

1.1.68 

Premises 

Registered 

Registra- 

tions 

Cancelled 

Registered 

at 

31,12.68 

Offices  ... 

119 

5 

10 

114 

Retail  Shops  ... 

254 

23 

15 

262 

Wholesale  Department  ; 
Warehouses 

8 

3 

1 

10 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  Public 

36 

4 

3 

37 

Canteens 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Fuel  Storage  Premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

417 

36 

29 

424 

(2)  Inspections  : 

“ General  Inspections  ” completed  during  the  period  : 

Offices  20 

Retail  Shops 96 

Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  9 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  ...  ...  3 

128 

Other  visits  of  inspection  92 

Casual  visits  relating  to  registration,  etc  ...  ...  186 


406 


Of  the  424  premises  on  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1968, 
293  had  receiverl  a complete  (or  “General”)  Inspection. 

(3)  Employees  covered  by  Registrations  : 


Offices  

1110 

Retail  Shops 

1324 

Wholesale  Depts.,  etc. 

144 

Catering  Establishments  . . . 

389 

Canteens  

8 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

(Males)  1177 

(Females)  1798 
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B.  Notification  of  Accidents  : 

Eight  notifications  of  accidents  were  received  during  the  year, 
six  relating  to  females  and  two  to  males.  Fortunately  none  was  of 
a serious  nature. 

Five  of  these  accidents  were  investigated  as  a result  of  which 
repair  works  to  flooring  and  the  provision  of  an  additional  staircase 
handrail  were  enforced  at  one  of  the  premises  ; in  none  of  the 
remaining  four  cases  investigated  was  the  incident  attributable  to 
defects  in  the  premises,  fittings  or  machinery. 

C.  Enforcement  : 


Defects  at  premises  were  dealt  with  informally,  resort  to  stat- 
utory action  being  unnecessary. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  contraventions  found  and 
remedied  : 


Deficiency 

Heating  : 

Inadequate  means 

Thermometer  lacking  

Sanitary  Accommodation  : 

Inadequate  and/or  not  separate 
Requiring  renewal 

Artificial  lighting  required /defective 

Want  of  repair  

Want  of  ventilation 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Natural  lighting  defective 
Cleanliness  : 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Redecoration  required  

Washing  facilities  : 

Hot  water  supply  required  or  deficient 
Redecoration  of  compartment  required 
Facilities  absent  ... 

Towel/soap  required 
Eating  Facilities  : 

Inadequate  

Ventilation  : 

Required  

Lighting  : 

Additional  means  of  artificial  lighting 

Required  

Accommodation  for  Clothing  : 

Required 

Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs  : 

Floor  covering  defective  ... 


Intimation  Remedied 


10 

24 

1 

2 

4 

7 

12 

11 

1 

2 

14 

12 

4 

6 

1 

1 

4 


7 

7 


5 

5 

5 

9 


7 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 


2 

2 

6 


1 

2 

3 
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Deficiency 

Intimation 

Remedied 

No  handrail  to  stairs  or  fitting  defective 

5 

3 

Floor  surface  defective  ... 

8 

9 

Staircase  dangerous  

2 

3 

Obstructions 

2 

1 

First  Aid  Box  : 

Provision  required  

29 

13 

General  : 

Abstract  not  displayed  

37 

15 

General  repair  required 

2 

3 

Premises  concerned 

32 

23 

7.  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  : 

This  Act  enables  the  local  authority  to  require  the  abatement  of 
a noise  or  vibration  nuisance  by  the  service  of  an  abatement  notice 
on  the  person  causing  the  nuisance  or  on  the  owner  or  occupier  of 
premises  on  which  it  arises  ; in  the  event  of  non-compliance  pro- 
vision is  made  for  enforcement  of  the  notice  by  pToceedings  in  a 
magistrates’  court  under  the  procedure  in  Part  III  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  This  is  clearly  a very  difficult  Section  to  operate 
and  fortunately  the  Department  is  not  called  upon  very  often  to 
judge  whether  a nuisance  from  noise  or  vibration  exists. 

8.  Offensive  Trades  : 

No  nuisances  were  reported  from  the  two  premises  in  use  for 
the  trade  of  rag  and  bone  dealer. 

9.  Pet  Animals  Act,  HiSl  ‘ 

One  shop  was  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  during 
1968  : this  is  an  old  established  well  maintained  business. 

10.  Disinfestation:  (Vermin  and  other  pests) 

The  Department  continued  to  give  practical  assistance  where 
possible  provided  the  complaints  and  requests  for  treatment  were 
considered  justified  as  quite  often  they  were  the  reverse  e.g.  “severe 
ant  infestation”  could  prove  to  be  a few  ants  on  the  garden  path  and 
in  this  and  like  cases,  well  within  the  province  of  the  complainant, 
no  action  was  of  course  taken.  Many  of  the  flea  infestations  come 
to  notice  as  a result  of  the  supervision  exercised  by  the  County 
Health  Visiting  staff  of  their  “problem  families”  or  from  the  reports 
of  the  Home  Help  Service. 

Treatments  during  the  year  were  fewer  than  in  1967,  there 
being  a considerable  drop  in  the  number  of  wasps  nests  destroyed, 
indicative  no  doubt  of  a poor  summer  weatherwise. 
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11. 


I>etails  of  treatments  (1967  figures  in  parentheses)  : 


Cockroaches 

Premises 

34  (37) 

Visits 
16  (87) 

Fleas 

53 

(56) 

103 

(97) 

Wasps  

18 

(84) 

19 

(96) 

Ants  

29 

(10) 

37 

(15) 

Bugs  

4 

(5) 

6 

(9) 

Flies 

3 

(3) 

3 

(7) 

Miscellaneous 

11 

(3) 

23 

(6) 

Moveable  Dwellings 


Site  Licensing,  Etc.  : 


There  is  no  established  caravan  or  camping  site  within  the 
Borough  although  there  are  several  in  the  area  of  the  Dover  Rural 
District  adjoining,  and  only  two  individually  licensed  sites  were 
occupied  caravans  for  residential  purposes. 


12.  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951  : 

There  was  no  change  in  the  registrations  under  Section  2 of  the 

Act. 

13.  Factories  Act,  1961  : 

The  following  tables  giving  particulars  relating  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Factories  Act  are  submitted  as  prescribed  by  amended 
procedure  for  the  submission  of  such  particulars  : 


(1)  Inspections  : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in' which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

6 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

148 

9 

1 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises). 

11 

6 

— 

— 

Total 

165 

15 

1 

— 
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(2)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found  and  Remedied  : 


Nui 

Tiber  of  C 
Defec 

'ases  in  which 
ts  were 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Re- 

medied 

Ref( 

irred 

Found 

To  H.M. 

In- 

spector 

By  H.M. 

In- 

spector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 
(S.4)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floor  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

14.  Rodent  Control  : 

190  complaints  necessitating  156  treatments  were  received  dur- 
ing the  year  and  26  treatments  were  carried  out  on  open  spaces  and 
derelict  sites  as  a result  of  surveys  by  the  Rodent  Control  Staff. 

Table  (/) — Summary  of  Rodent  Operator's  Returns  : 


Total 

Rat  Infestation 

Mice 

Premises : 

Visits : 

Major : 

Minor: 

Infestations : 

Local  Authority 

159 

374 

3 

18 

5 

Dwelling  Houses 

563 

1625 

— 

88 

36 

Business  Premises 

93 

322 

3 

20 

9 

Totals 

815 

2321 

6 

126 

50 

241  visits  in  immediate  connection 
corded  by  the  Inspectorial  staff. 

Table  (ii) — Sewer  Rodent  Control  : 

Manholes  Treated : 
July  treatment  ...  96 

November  treatment  ...  75 


with  rodent  control  were  re- 


Bait  takes 

Complete : Part : 

6 27 

— 18 
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SECTION  D— HOUSING 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  : 


A 


(1) 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 


(1) 


(2) 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
defects  (Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts)  ...  231 

Number  of  inspections  in  relation  thereto  ...  1 034 

Number  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  otherwise  defective  dwelling  houses  44 

B.  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 

fit  by  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

C.  Statutory  action  under  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts  : 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 
notices  were  served  : 

(a)  Under  Housing  Acts  3 

(b)  Under  Public  Health  Acts  3 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  during  the  year 

in  consequence  of  formal  action  : 

(a)  Under  Housing  Acts ; 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  4 

(Nine  of  the  houses  rendered  fit  by  the  owners  were  subject  to 
Closing  Orders  and  two  to  formal  notices  under  Section  9 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  ; the  houses  at  which  the  works  were  carried  out 
by  the  Local  Authority  in  default  were  subject  to  formal  notices 
under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.) 

(b)  Under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

By  Owners  1 

By  Local  Authority *1 

(*under  Section  26  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1961) 

(3)  Number  of  Houses  : 

(a)  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  (proviso  to  Section  17(1)  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957)  4 

in  respect  of  which  a Demolition  Order 
was  made  (s.l7(l)  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957)  1 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  as  to 
“ Part  of  Building  ” were  made  under  Sec- 
tion 18(1)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  *5 

(*An  undertaking  to  execute  works  in  res- 
pect of  part  of  the  accommodation  of  one 
of  the  premises  was  accepted.) 
in  respect  of  which  undertakings  not  to 
be  used  for  human  habitation  (s.l6(4)  of 
Housing  Act,  1957)  were  accepted  ...  7 
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(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


(e)  in  respect  of  which  action  was  pending  on 

31st  December,  1968  ...  ...  ...  5 


2.  Unfit  Housing  : 

(a)  Slum  Clearance  : Section  42  et  seq.,  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

No  further  Clearance  Areas  were  declared  during  the  year  and 
in  fact  an  appraisal  of  the  slum  clearance  programme  is  now  due ; 
planned  for  actual  completion  by  31st  December,  1971,  the  pro- 
gramme has  55  houses  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  detailed 
survey  and  a final  decision  as  to  whether  they  should  be  dealt 
with  by  clearance  procedure.  At  the  time  of  preparing  this  report, 
this  survey  had  in  fact  been  completed  in  respect  of  two  proposed 
areas  comprising  51  of  the  55  properties,  and  indicated  that  the 
houses  were  sufficiently  capable  of  repair  and  reinstatement  at 
reasonable  cost  to  bring  them  to  a standard  which  would  give  them 
a further  life  of  at  least  another  15  to  20  years  : the  final  decision 
has  however  yet  to  be  made. 

The  remaining  4 properties  are  scheduled  for  acquisition  in 
connection  with  a road  widening  scheme  and  will  therefore  be  out- 
side the  scope  of  Slum  Clearance  procedure. 

Statistics  relating  to  post-war  clearance  procedure  as  at  ?>\st  Decem- 
ber, 1968  : 

Houses  provisionally  scheduled  as  unfit  and  for  in- 
clusion in  Clearance  Areas  358 

Added  by  extension  of  areas  on  more  detailed  survey  22 

Excluded  on  more  detailed  survey  or  for  other  reasons 
(e.g.  execution  of  works)  51 
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Houses  demolished  to  31st  December  1968  ...  229 

Included  in  operative  Orders  and  awaiting  demo- 
lition   38 

Properties  reclassified  by  Minister  or  in  Order 

not  confirmed  7 

Remaining  for  consideration  55 


Twelve  families  (34  persons)  from  unfit  properties  and  four 
families  (11  persons)  from  “land  adjoining  Clearance  Areas”  were 
displaced  from  Slum  Clearance  Orders  during  the  year. 

The  following  properties  in  confirmed  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  were  demolished  : — 

Un  jit  : 

16,  17,  18,  19,  33,  34,  35  and  36  George  Street. 
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8 York  Street. 

4,  33  and  34  Council  House  Street.  12 

Land  adjoining  Clearance  Areas  ; 

14  and  16  York  Street  2 

Also  demolished  during  the  year  was  the  block  of  dwellings 
formerly  known  1 beheve  as  “Artisans’  Dwellings”  but  until  their 
timely  end  as  Victoria  Dwellings  (Numbers  1-30). 

(b)  Individual  Unfit  Houses  : 

Demolition  : 10  vacant  properties  all  subject  to  long  standing 
Unfitness  Orders  were  demolished  during  the  year  : 

48,  70,  72,  74,  76,  78,  90,  100,  102  and  104  Limekiln  Street. 

Rehousing  and  Closure  : Rehousing  was  carried  out  from 
one  property  subject  to  a Demolition  Order  (65  Liverpool  Street). 

Properties  which  were  vacated  in  compliance  with  Closing 
Orders  or  undertakings  by  the  owners  not  to  re-let  numbered  eight, 
viz. 

77  Lowther  Road 
22  Tower  Hamlets  Road 
44  Limekiln  Street 
1 and  3 Bushy  Ruff  Cottages 
Part,  311  London  Road 
Part,  80  High  Street 
Part,  62  London  Road 

Nine  families  comprising  30  persons  were  rehoused  from  these 
properties. 

The  following  had  already  been  vacated  when  the  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  or  the  undertakings  not  to  re-let  were 
given  by  the  owners  : 

, 66  Tower  Street 

Underground  Room,  64  East  Cliff 
4,  5 and  6 Bushy  Ruff  Cottages 
Two  Basement  Rooms,  1 Victoria  Park 

3.  Rehousing  Applications  : 

Requests  from  local  residents  for  support  to  their  Corporation 
rehousing  applications  continued  to  be  received  and  during  1968 
nine  were  recommended  to  the  Housing  Authority  for  priority  ap- 
proval. No  instances  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  reported  and 
the  recommendations  again  were  made  principally  for  one  of  two 
reasons  (1)  Young  couples  living  in  inadequate  accommodation  with 
in-lav/s,  (2)  sick  or  aged  persons  living  in  conditions  unsuitable  to 
their  various  disabilities.  Because,  however,  of  the  continuing  gen- 
eral housing  need  and  the  slow-down  in  municipal  house  building 
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imposed  by  the  Central  Government  the  problem  of  being  able  to 
actively  assist  these  unfortunates  remains  as  great  as  ever. 

Effective  recommendations  outstanding  from  1967  6 

Recommendations  1968  9 

— 15 


Rehoused 

Approved  for  rehousing 
Withdrawn  ... 

No  action  to  date 


6 

2 

1 

6 


15 


4.  House  Construction,  Improvement  and  Conversion  : 


(a)  Dwellings  completed  during  1968  : 


By  Local  Authority  : 

1 - bedroom  flats  16 

2- bedroom  flats  44 

2-bedroom  maisonettes  6 

1 - bedroom  bungalows 6 

2- bedroom  houses  ...  ...  ...  35 

3- bedroom  houses  11 

118 


By  Private  Enterprise  : 

1 - bedroom  flats  10 

2- bedroom  flats  6 

2- bedroom  houses  1 

3- bedroom  houses  56 

4 or  more  bedroom  houses  7 

80 

198 


Dwellings  under  construction  at  3H?  December,  1968 
By  Local  Authority  : 


2- bedroom  flats 

By  Private  Enterprise  : 

3- bedroom  flats 

2- bedroom  houses 

3- bedroom  houses 

4 or  more  bedroom  houses 


6 

21 

63 

1 


92 
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1. 


SECTION  E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


Milk  : 


(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959  : 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  number  of  premises 
registered  as  dairies  (three)  while  the  number  of  registered  distri- 
butors increased  by  three  to  fifty- five. 

(b)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1963-65  : 

(i)  Licensing  : 


Nature  of  Licence 

In  force 
1.1.68 

Revoked 

1968 

Issued  during 
1968 

In  force 

31.12.68 

Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser) 

1 

— 

— 

i 

Dealer’s 

Pre-packed  Milk  : 
Pasteurised 

60 

14 

22 

68 

Sterilised 

20 

3 

7 

24 

Ultra  Heat  Treated  ... 

4 

1 

4 

7 

The  average  amount  of  milk  treated  daily  at  the  one  pasteuris- 
ing plant  in  the  Borough  during  1968  amounted  to  5,800-  gallons 
daily  ; I am  informed  that  the  demand  for  ultra-heat  treated  milk 
remains  very  limited. 

(ii)  Sampling  : 

Forty-five  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  for  the 
methylene  blue  test  and  forty-five  (21  ex-plant)  for  the  phosphatase 
test ; all  with  the  exception  of  one  sample  which  failed  the  methy- 
lene blue  test  were  satisfactory. 

(c)  Chemical  Examination  : 

Fifty  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  comprising 
forty-four  of  raw  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  from  the  producers 
to  the  processing  dairy,  four  informally  of  the  school  pasteurised 
supplies,  and  two-  informally  of  pasteurised  milk  in  course  of  deli- 
very tO'  the  consumer. 

The  raw  milk  samples  were  taken  from  five  different  farm 
supphes.  One  such  supply  was  reported  to  be  deficient  in  both  fat 
and  solids-not-fat  in  three  of  a first  series  of  five  samples  and  in  a 
second  series  of  six  samples  four  were  deficient  in  fat  and  three  in 
solids-not-fat.  As  these  were  reported  natural  deficiencies  the  facts 
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were  reported  to  the  Advisory  Service  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  for  necessary  action.  These  raw  milks  were 
all  examined  for  the  presence  of  anti-biotics  and  were  reported 
negative. 

The  six  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  satisfactory. 

2.  Analysis  of  Food  Other  Than  of  Milk  : 

73  samples  of  food  other  than  milk  were  submitted  informally 
and  ranged  over  a wide  variety  of  articles  ; the  following  points  of 
interest  are  reported. 

(i)  Steak  Pies  : Three  were  reported  as  having  meat  contents 
of  26,  31  and  42%,  the  quality  of  the  pies  in  this  respect  being  re- 
flected in  the  prices  of  8d.,  9d.,  and  Is.  4d.  each  respectively  ; since 
31st  May,  1968,  there  has  been  a prescribed  minimum  meat  content 
of  25%. 

(ii)  Canned  Peeled  Tomatoes  : Three  6\oz.  tins  of  tomatoes 
suspected  of  being  “blown”  were  confirmed  by  the  Public  Analyst  to 
be  affected  by  hydrogen  swell  caused  by  the  breaking  down  of  the 
interior  protective  lacquer  coating  and  the  resultant  reaction  of  the 
acidity  of  the  tomatoes  with  the  tinplate  ; excessively  high  iron 
content  of  the  tomatoes  was  reported  and  127  similarly  affected  tins 
were  surrendered  for  destruction. 

(iii)  Sausage  : Four  samples  of  locally  manufactured  sausage 
were  reported  as  having  meat  contents  of  67%,  87%,  81%  and  56%; 
the  first  two  were  of  the  pork  variety  and  the  other  two  beef. 

One  sample  contained  undeclared  sulphite  preservative  to  the 
extent  of  200  parts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide,  an  amount  below 
the  prescribed  maximum,  and  the  vendor  was  advised  as  to  the 
necessity  for  displaying  the  necessary  label  or  notice. 

(iv)  Canned  Meat  Pudding  : The  Public  Analyst  commented 
adversely  on  the  labelling  of  a canned  meat  pudding  which  indicated 
that  it  has  been  “processed  in  England  under  official  supervision”. 
After  discussions  with  the  manufacturers  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  area  of  manufacture  no  further  action  in  the  matter 
was  considered  necessary. 

Comment  : — Apart  from  two  other  very  minor  labelling 
offences,  the  remaining  samples  were  all  reported  to  be  genuine  and 
to  meet  statutory  requirements  regarding  composition  and  labelling. 

3.  Food  Condemnation,  Complaints,  Statutory  Procedure  : 

Unsound  foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  again  totalled  over 
three  tons,  a quarter  of  a ton  less  than  the  amount  condemned  in 
1967  ; canned  foods  accounted  for  nearly  half  the  total. 

While  the  sysem  of  voluntary  surrender  of  foodstuffs  for  col- 
lection and  disposal  by  the  Department  is  of  great  benefit  to  the 
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traders,  it  must  also  be  stressed  that  it  ensures  for  the  Authority 
an  efficient  means  of  disposal  of  comparatively  large  quantities  of 
potentially  dangerous  foodstuffs,  which  it  would  be  impracticable  to 
guarantee  under  the  normal  system  of  refuse  disposal. 

The  following  approximate  amounts  were  dealt  with  in  1968  : 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 


Canned  meats  — 6 0 

Other  canned  foods  ...  ...  1 6 0 

Meat  and  olfal  — 11  3 

Cooked  meats,  meat  products  ...  — — 2 

Fruit  and  vegetables  — 5 0 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 1 

Other  Foods  — 16  2 


3 6 0 


Fourteen  complaints,  much  the  same  number  as  in  previous 
years,  were  received  and  as  warranted  all  were  thorouglily  investi- 
gated. One  prosecution  resulted  under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  a loaf  of  bread  containing 
a jagged  piece  of  metaJ ; the  defendants  pleaded  guilty  and  were 
fined  £20. 

Of  the  remaining  thirteen  complaints,  six  were  in  respect  of 
foreign  matter  and  seven  in  respect  of  mould. 

One  of  the  complaints  of  foreign  matter  concerned  the  presence 
of  mice  excreta  in  a packet  of  breakfast  oats,  subsequently  confirmed 
by  the  Public  Analyst.  It  was  established  that  the  contamination  had 
not  occurred  in  the  local  shop  premises  and,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  public  health  inspectorate  concerned  with  the  warehouse 
wholesaling  and  packeting  the  oats,  that  it  was  virtually  certain  that 
the  contamination  did  not  occur  there. 

i 

No  other  complaints  had  been  received  and  inspection  of  re- 
maining stocks  revealed  no  further  evidence  of  contamination,  which 
it  could  only  be  inferred  had  occurred  sometime  between  milling  in 
Scotland  and  transporting  from  the  London  storage  warehouse.  It 
was  plainly  unrealistic,  and  in  fact  would  have  been  an  injustice,  to 
prosecute  the  vendor  in  Dover  or  the  wholesaler  as  even  the  exer- 
cise of  due  diligence  would  not  have  guaranteed  the  discovery  of 
this  small  localised  contamination ; and  having  regard  to  the  out- 
come of  the  investigation  the  Health  Committee  felt  unable  to  advise 
the  institution  of  proceedings  but  recommended  the  issue  of  cautions 
with  advice  as  to  the  action  being  taken  to  the  appropriate  local 
health  authorities. 

One  of  the  other  complaints  regarding  the  presence  of  a foreign 
body  in  food  related  to  the  alleged  finding  of  a 2 in.  split  pin  in  a 
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can  of  Lancashire  Hot  Pot  (distributed  by  a firm  in  Northumberland 
and  manufactured  by  the  subsidiary  company  in  Norfolk  ! ) After 
considering  the  very  detailed  precautions  taken  in  the  factory  which 
has  been  approved  for  the  export  of  meat  products,  the  Health 
Committee  felt  unable  to  recommend  a prosecution. 

The  complaints  as  to  mould  in  food  all  followed  the  same 
pattern  and  in  no  case  could  one  accurately  say  where  negligence 
had  occurred  ; very  often  indeed  one  suspects  that  the  fault  lies 
with  the  complainant  due  to  (1)  too  long  storage ; (2)  insufficient 
knowledge  regarding  storage  under  atmospheric  conditions  con- 
ducive to  mould  growth. 

Before  closing  this  section  relating  to  complaints  mention  can 
be  made  of  one  which  arrived  in  the  form  of  a letter  together  with 
a “portion  of  bread  which  is  badly  kneeded,  hence  the  holes,  which 
are  not  food  and  badly  risen.”  The  complainant  did  not  give  her 
own  address  and  her  only  guide  to  the  place  of  purchase  was  “a 
corner  shop  near  the  harbour”,  so  unfortunately  this  was  one  com- 
plaint that  was  not  investigated. 

4.  Food  Premises  : 

(a)  Number  and  type  as  at  3lst  December,  1968  ; 


Bakers  15 

Butchers  24 

Cooked  Meats  3 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  50 

Grocers  and  Confectioners 108 

Fishmongers  and  Fishfryers  ...  24 

Fruiterers,  Greengrocers  28 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses  94 

Wholesale  Grocers  2 
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(b)  Registrations  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  : 


Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

At  31.12.67 

Registered 

1968 

Cancelled 

1968 

At  31.12.68 

For  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream 

2 

— 

— 

2 

For  the  sale,  etc.  of 
ice  cream 

129 

1 

18 

112 

For  the  preparation 
etc.  of  preserved 
food 

50 

1 

5 

46 
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(c)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960  : 

160  premises  were  subjected  to  detailed  inspection  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  involving  251  visits,  while  inspections 
were  also  made  of  four  delivery  vehicles. 

As  has  been  mentioned  in  a previous  Report  there  is  no  statu- 
tory provision  for  the  service  of  notices  in  respect  of  deficiencies 
under  the  Regulations,  but  five  informal  intimations  of  matters 
requiring  attention  were  addressed  to  occupiers  of  food  premises 
and  twelve  such  intimations  reported  complied  with. 

The  premises  inspected  were  found  to  be  generally  well- 
maintained  during  the  year  and  resort  to  statutory  proceedings  was 
again  unncessary. 

5.  Food  Poisoning  : 

While  the  Borough  returns  showed  that  there  were  four  cases  of 
confirmed  food  poisoning  in  1968,  in  no  case  was  the  infection  con- 
tracted in  the  town.  One  concerned  a five  months  old  baby  from  a 
neighbouring  authority  who  was  suffering  from  an  unidentified  sal- 
monella infection  and  was  notified  while  an  inmate  of  a local  hos- 
pital, while  the  three  other  cases  constituted  a family  outbreak 
(mother,  father  and  child)  the  patients  having  been  admitted  to  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  from  the  local  Out-patients’  Depart- 
ment after  arrival  in  Dover  from  a continental  holiday,  the  infection 
having  been  contracted  abroad. 

One  salmonella  infection  not  considered  food  borne  was  also 
reported,  in  a 68  year  old  female  patient  in  Buckland  Hospital  who 
was  found  to  be  excreting  s.  typhi-murium. 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


1.  Infectious  Diseases  (Excluding  Tuberculosis)  : 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Acute  Encephalitis 
(infective) 

♦Acute  Pneumonia 

Food  Poisoning 

**  Infective  Jaundice 

Whooping  Cough 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

♦Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Under  1 year  

2 

- 

- 

1 



2 

1 

— 

1 year  

7 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 years 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 years 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 years 

1 

— 

— 



— 

2 

— 

— 

5-9  years 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

10-14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15-24  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

25  years  and  over 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Age  unknown 

1 

Total  

24 

1 

4 

4 

3 

16 

1 

1 

* To  30th  September,  1968. 

**  Infective  Jaundice  became  generally  notifiable  under  the 
Public  Health  (Infective  Jaundice)  Regulations,  1968,  with  effect 
from  15th  June,  1968,  and  remained  so  when  the  Regulations  were 
revoked  and  replaced  by  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases) 
Regulations,  1968.  Under  these  last  Regulations,  the  pneumonias, 
erysipelas  and  puerperal  pyrexia  were  no  longer  notifiable  with  effect 
from  1st  October,  1968. 

Notification  of  infectious  disease  showed  a considerable  de- 
crease on  that  for  the  previous  year  ; measles  and  whooping  cough 
were  741  and  161  fewer  respectively  while  scarlet  fever  was  absent 
entirely.  The  one  case  of  acute  encephalitis  (infective)  was  admitted 
to  the  local  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and  one  case  of  pneumonia 
and  the  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  from  hospital. 

2.  Disinfection  : 

There  is  a standing  arrangement  with  Buckland  Hospital  where- 
by the  pepartment  undertakes  the  formalin  disirifection  of  wards 
and  cubicles  as  required  and  in  the  year  under  review  17  cubicles 
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and  4 wards  were  so  treated.  The  local  H.M.  Borstal  (18  rooms, 
2 cells)  and  Police  Headquarters  (2  cells^  also  make  periodic  re- 
quests : while  treatments  were  necessary  in  addition  at  the  Eastern 
Docks  Police  Detention  Room,  the  Marine  Station  Medical  Inspec- 
tion Room,  the  Public  Baths  and  one  dwelling  house. 

Formalin  disinfection  of  books  is  also  carried  out  and  in  1968 
234  books  were  so  dealt  with. 

Two  lots  of  soiled  bedding  and  clothing  were  collected  for 
destruction. 

3.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  : 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
to  whom  I am  indebted  for  the  following  information  : 

1.  Poliomyelitis  Immunisation  : 


Year  of  Birth 

Primary 

Immunisation 

Reinforcing 

Immunisation 

1968 

87 

1967 

368 

— 

1966 

39 

— 

1965 

11 

— 

1964 

5 

30 

1961-1963 

— 

325 

1952-1960 

' “ 

Total 

510 

355 

2.  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  and  Measles 
Vaccination  : 


Primary 

Reinforcing 

Primary 

Year  of 

Birth 

Diph. 

Diph. 

Measles 

Triple 

/Tet. 

Triple 

/Tet. 

1968 

139 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1967 

219 

4 

4 

2 

38 

1966 

8 

— 

43 

15 

37 

1965 

1 

— 

16 

10 

26 

1964 

1 

1 

14 

15 

24 

1961-1963 

1 

3 

113 

174 

143 

1952-1960 

' 

3 

5 

6 

Total 

369 

10 

193 

221 

275 
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3.  Smallpox  Vaccination  : 

In  view  of  the  amendment  to  the  County  Council’s  proposals 
approved  as  from  the  1st  January,  1963,  the  following  is  the  only 
information  now  available  : 

Primary  Vaccination  Re-Vaccination 

1 year  : School  age  but  under  8 years  : 

275  3 

4.  Tuberculosis  : 

(a)  Annual  Statement  of  Tuberculosis 


Pulm 

onary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

{a)  Number  of  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis on  Register  as  at  1st 
January,  1968 

91 

66 

26 

26 

{b)  Number  of  cases  notified 
under  Regulations  of  1952  for 
first  time  during  year 

7 

3 



— 

(c)  Other  additions,  transfers  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(d)  Cases  removed  from  Register 
during  year,  including  recov- 
eries or  deaths  (excluding 
deaths  of  un-notified  cases)  ... 

46 

23 

9 

8 

Adjusting  deduction  following 
check  of  Registers  with  Chest 
Physician 

21 

35 

15 

16 

(e)  Cases  on  Register  at  end  of 
1968  

31 

11 

2 

2 

For  some  long  time  it  had  been  apparent  that  the  Tuberculosis 
Registers  were  showing  totally  false  and  unrealistic  statistics  relating 
to  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  it  was  decided  with  the 
co-operation  of  Dr.  J.  Spencer  Jones,  Chest  Physician,  to  undertake 
a review  of  the  Registers.  These  had  been  operating  without  a com- 
plete review  for  over  half  a century  and  understandably  in  the 
course  of  time  and,  in  the  absence  of  statutory  obligation  for 
patients  to  notify  change  of  address  or  for  compulsory  attendance 
at  clinics,  many  patients  had  removed  or  for  other  reasons  became 
lost  to  records  resulting  in  false  and  swollen  totals  of  registered 
patients.  Now  after  much  effort  by  Dr.  Spencer  Jones  and  his  staff, 
for  which  1 am  indeed  grateful,  we  are  able  to  present  a more 
accurate,  and  fortunately  less  fearsome,  assessment  of  the  prevalance 
of  tuberculosis  in  the  town. 
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(b)  Analysis  of  new  cases  notified  in  1968 


Age  Groups 

Pulm 

onary 

Non-pu 

monary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

5 — 9 years 

10 — 14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 24  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 — 44  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45 — 64  years 

5 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

(c)  Analysis  of  Reasons  for  Removal  of  Case-names  from  Register 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Reason  for  Removal 

from  Register 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Recovered 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Removed  from  Area 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Died 

6 

3 

— 

— 

Not  tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Deleted  on  advice 
from  Chest  Physician 
(lost  sight  of  etc.)  ... 

34 

17 

9 

7 

There  were  no  deaths  of  un-notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  of  the  deaths  of  registered  patients  two  only  were 
attributed  to  tuberculosis. 

(d)  Mass  Radiography  Service 

In  April  and  May  of  1968  Mass  X-Ray  Units  from  the  South- 
East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  the  town  and 
I am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Director  of  the  Unit,  Dr.  G.  I.  Rees- 
Jones,  for  the  following  findings  : 


Films 

Active 

Inactive 

Cancer 

taken 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

of  Lung 

Public  Centres 

5730 

1 

52 

4 

Industrial  and  other  sites 

2491 

1 

20 

— 

Schools 

845 

— 

2 

— 

Survey  Totals  ... 

9066 

2 

74 

4 
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SECTION  G.  METEOROLOGICAL  CONDITIONS 
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DOVER  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


Aaaual  Report 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  1968 


C.  F.  LYNCH,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Health  Department, 
Brook  House, 

Dover. 
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Health  Department, 

86  Maison  Dieu  Road, 
Dover. 


To  : The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dover  acting 
as  the  Port  Health  Authority  of  the  Port  of  Dover. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Port  Health  Department  for  the  year  1968. 

The  Report,  as  in  previous  years,  is  prepared  in  accordance  with 
Ministry  of  Health  instructions  outlined  in  Form  Port  20. 

The  amount  of  shipping  entering  the  port  during  the  year  showed  a 
substantial  increase  in  both  tonnage  and  number  of  vessels  while  the  total 
number  of  passengers  passing  through  the  port  increased  to  over  four 
millions.  Alien  and  Commonwealth  arrivals  also  increased  though  the 
number  of  aliens  referred  for  medical  examination  showed  a further  slight 
reduction. 

A regular  hovercraft  service  between  Dover  and  Boulogne  was  in- 
augurated during  the  year  by  British  Rail,  the  definition  of  hovercraft  being 
included  with  ships  for  purposes  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations. 

Forty-four  cases  of  infectious  disease  involving  thirty-four  ships  were 
dealt  with  on  arrival,  twenty-eight  being  admitted  to  hospital. 

The  increase  in  food  imports  was  largely  due  to  impoits  of  meat,  dairy 
produce  etc.  and  reflects  the  steady  growth  of  container  traffic  at  the  Eastern 
Docks  where  a major  scheme  of  development  was  introduced  by  Dover 
Harbour  Board  during  the  year  and  is  expected  to  be  in  operation  during 
1970. 

As  this  Annual  Report  is  the  last  which  I shall  have  the  honour  to 
present,  I take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  most  gratefully  the  courtesy 
and  consideration  which  I have  received  during  a period  of  more  than 
twenty  years  in  Dover  from  the  Borough  Council  and  every  Department  of 
the  Corporation  as  well  as  all  other  Departments  associated  with  the  work 
of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  LYNCH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


11th  February,  1969. 
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Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  District  EHjring  the  Year 
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INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 
NIL 

WATER  SUPPLY 

NO  CHANGE 

Twelve  samples  were  submitted  during  the  year  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  four  from  quayside  hydrants  and  eight  from 
other  points  serving  shipping  in  the  dock  area,  and  all  were  reported 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Samples  from  the  British  Railways  supply  on  the  cross-channel 
runs  were  taken  by  the  Railway  Medical  Authorities  and  copy 
reports  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS  1966 

NO  CHANGE 

SMALLPOX 

1.  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent 
from  the  district  : 

The  River  Hospitals, 
fLong  Reach), 

HARTFORD, 

Kent. 

2.  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by 
ambulance,  giving  the  name  of  the  authority  responsible  for  the  am- 
bulance and  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews  : 

Ambulance  of  Canterbury  City  Council  available  on  request. 
Special  ambulance  crew  provided  by  the  same  Authority. 

3.  Name  of  smallpox  consultant  available  : 

Medical  Officer, 

The  River  Hospitals, 

(Long  Reach), 

HARTFORD, 

Kent. 

4.  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  for  smallpox  ; 

Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Colindale  Avenue, 

Colindale, 

LONDON,  N.W.9. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Special  Clinic,  Buckland  Hospital,  Dover. 

Tuesday  and  Thursday — 9.30  a. m. -10. 30  a.m. 

Patients  from  high  seas  dealt  with  for  first  time  at  the  Clinic 
during  the  year  : Syphilis — Nil ; Gonorrhoea — 5 ; Other  condi- 
tions— 8. 
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Cases  of  Notifiable  and  Infectious  Diseases  on  Ships,  1968 
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The  following  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital : — 


Suspected  Food  Poisoning  6 

Measles  3 

Acute  Upper  Respiratory  Infection  ...  3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Non  Paralytic)  ...  1 

E.  Coli  Infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infective  Jaundice 1 

Gastro-enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dysentery  ...  2 

German  Measles  ...  •••  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

P.U.0 1 


The  six  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  reported  in  two 
separate  incidents  in  each  of  v/hich  three  persons  were  involved. 

In  the  case  of  one  incident,  S.  heidelberg  was  isolated  from  all 
three  patients. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  OCCURRENCE 
OF  MALARIA  IN  SHIPS 

No  cases  of  malaria  were  reported  during  the  year. 

MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED  WITH 
OR  SUSPECTED  FOR  PLAGUE 

No  measures  were  necessary  during  1968. 

In  the  event  of  finding  plague-infected  rats,  vessels  would  be 
boomed  off  and  fumigation  of  all  compartments  carried  out  with 
H.C.N. 


MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS 
FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 

1 . Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats  : 

Trade  of  port  consists  chiefly  of  cross-channel  traffic,  vessels 
of  which  are  subjected  to  half-yearly  inspections  in  connection  with 
the  issue  of  the  necessary  certificates  under  Regulation  19  of  the 
Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1966. 

Additionally,  any  evidence  of  the  presence  of  rodents  on  board 
occurring  in  the  interval  would  be  immediately  reported  by  the 
British  Railways  Authority. 

Other  vessels  entering  the  port  are  subjected  to  routine  inspec- 
tion by  the  Port  Health  Inspectors. 
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Port  of  Dover  approved  and  designated  for  the  issue  of  both 
Deratting  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  under  Regulation 
19  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1966. 

2.  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examin- 

ation of  rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  in- 
cluding the  number  of  rodents  sent  for  examination  during 
the  year  : 

Although  no  action  was  necessary  during  1968  any  rats  found 
on  ships  would  be  sent  for  necessary  examination  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Maidstone. 

3.  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods 

used,  and,  if  done  by  a commercial  contractor,  the  name  of 
the  contractor  : 

Deratting  of  ships  would  be  carried  out  by  specialist  firm  using 
Hydrogen  Cyanide  gas  under  direction  of  Port  Health  Inspectors  ; 
in  view  of  infrequency  of  need  for  this  operation,  no  specialist  firm 
under  contract. 

Minor  infestations  are  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Authority’s 
Rodent  Operator  using  Warfarin  mainly. 

4.  Progress  in  the  rat- proofing  of  ships  : 

No  active  measures  requested  during  1968.  With  regard  to 

the  cross-channel  vessels,  rat  proofing  of  store-rooms  effectively 
maintained.  Any  deficiencies  found  in  these  or  other  vessels  would 
be  brought  to  the  attention  of  masters  and  owners. 

Rodents  Destroyed  During  the  Year  in  Ships  from  Foreign 

Ports 

Category  Number 

Black  rats  — 

Brown  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Species  not  known  — 

Sent  for  examination  — 

Infected  with  Plague  ...  ...  — 

The  presence  of  rats  on  board  ship  was  not  reported  by  any 
arriving  vessel  during  the  year  nor  discovered  during  routine  in- 
spection. 

Minor  brown  rat  infestations  only  were  encountered  in  the 
Dock  area. 
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Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  Issued  During  the  Year 

FOR  Ships  from  Foreign  Ports 
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No  notices  were  served  during  the  year  under  review.  A cock- 
roach infestation  on  a British  vessel  was  successfully  treated. 

No  action  was  required  in  respect  of  any  vessel  under  the  Dark 
Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  (Vessels)  Regulations,  1958. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL-FISH)  REGULATIONS 

1934  and  1948 
NO  CHANGE 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS  AND 
COMMONWEALTH  IMMIGRANTS 

1.  List  of  Medical  Inspectors  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment 

{at  31.12.68)  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr.  G.  L.  Brocklehurst 

Dr.  J.  Brown 

Dr.  P.  H.  Garrard 

Dr.  VL  Irvine 

Dr.  E.  T.  Manley 

Dr.  P.  Ronchetti 

Dr.  A.  K.  Thomas 

2.  List  of  other  staff  engaged  on  this  work  : 

Aliens  Nurse  Mrs.  A.  L.  Brothwell,  S.R.N. 

Relief  Nurses  Mrs.  J.  Burgess,  S.E.A.N. 

Mrs.  H.  F.  Kelt,  S.E.A.N. 

' Miss  A.  E.  Knott,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Lamoon,  S.E.A.N. 

Mrs.  B.  Slater,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  C.  Whyman,  S.E.A.N. 

3.  Organisation  of  Work  : 

NO  CHANGE 

4.  Nature  and  amount  of  Aliens  Traffic  : 

Number  of  aliens  arriving  at  the  port 
Medical  Inspector  : 

Medically 

Year  Total  Aliens  Examined 

1966  568,856  7,671 

1967  599,359  6,403 

1968  705,865  6,372 


and  dealt  with  by  the 

Percentage  of  Total 
Medically  Examined 

1.35 

1.07 

0.903 
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Categories  in  which  aliens  were  examined  : 

1.  Holding  Ministry  of  Labour  permits  

5,156 

2. 

3. 

Intending  to  make  their  home  in  the  United 

Kingdom  ...  •••  

Visitors  

1,113 

100 

4. 

Business  Visitors 

— 

5. 

Returning  Residents  

2 

6. 

Aliens  in  Transit 

1 

7. 

Other  

— 

6,372 


The  Certificates  issued  to  the  Immigration  Officer  numbered 
71,  28  of  the  aliens  concerned  being  refused  permission  to  land. 
(Ten  were  stated  by  the  Immigration  Officer  to  have  been  refused 
entry  on  medical  grounds). 

The  rate  of  certificates  issued  in  respect  of  aliens  examined 
was  1.114%  compared  with  0.812%  for  the  year  1967. 


Nationalities  Examined 


Nationality 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Italy 

1268 

305 

1573 

Spain  : Portugal 

945 

548 

1493 

Germany 

217 

881 

1098 

Yugoslavia  ... 

166 

447 

613 

Austria 

104 

299 

403 

France 

109 

121 

230 

Switzerland 

78 

107 

185 

Greece 

50 

85 

135 

Turkey 

103 

10 

113 

Holland 

18 

60 

78 

Czechoslovakia 

12 

63 

75 

Belgium  

17 

43 

60 

Baltic  States 

14 

44 

58 

America 

18 

36 

54 

Israel  

10 

6 

16 

South  Africa 

2 

7 

9 

Stateless 

10 

7 

17 

Other  

125 

37 

162 

Total  

3266 

3106 

6372 
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Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 
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entry  solely  on  medical  grounds. 


Monthly  Figures  of  Aliens  Medically  Examined 


Month 

Marine 

Station 

Ferry 

Dock 

Eastern 

Docks 

Total 

January 

429 

40 

23 

492 

February 

335 

35 

4 

374 

March 

667 

47 

51 

765 

April 

774 

100 

43 

917 

May 

570 

54 

56 

680 

June 

402 

39 

49 

490 

July 

457 

49 

29 

535 

August 

279 

39 

27 

345 

September 

431 

24 

29 

484 

October 

463 

28 

51 

542 

November 

376 

27 

31 

434 

December 

273 

30 

11 

314 

Total 

5,456 

512 

404 

6,372 

5.  Nature  and  amount  of  Commonwealth  Traffic  : 

(a) 


Arriving 
Common- 
wealth 
Citizens 
subject  to 
Control 

Medically 

Examined 

% of  Total 
Medically 
Examined 

Reports 

Issued 

1966  

73,378 

192 

0.262% 

7 

1967  

75,767 

181 

0.239% 

12 

1968  

79,752 

299 

0.375% 

15 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Reports  issued  : 


Nature  of  Report 

No.  of 
Reports 

Refused 

Entry 

A.  Suffering  from  mental  disorder  ... 

2 

2* 

B.  (1)  Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 

— 

— 

B.  (2)  Likely  to  require  major  medical 

treatment 

13 

5 

* Entry  refusal  stated  to  be  on  purely  medical  grounds. 


(c)  Nationalities  Examined  : 


Nationality 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Cyprus  

48 

29 

77 

India 

15 

4 

19 

Mauritius 

53 

3 

56 

West  Indies 

42 

34 

76 

Pakistan 

26 

20 

46 

Australia 

3 

4 

7 

Ceylon  

6 

3 

9 

Nigeria 

1 

3 

4 

New  Zealand 

1 

— 

1 

Canada 

2 

1 

3 

Gibraltar 

1 

1 

Total  

197 

102 

299 
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(d)  Monthly  Figures  of  Immigrants  Medically  Examined  : 


Month 

Marine 

Station 

Ferry 

Dock 

Eastern 

Docks 

January 

10 

1 

February 

12 

2 

— 

March 

58 

— 

— 

April 

23 

— 

— 

May  ... 

37 

— 

6 

June  ... 

11 

— 

4 

July 

5 

— 

— 

August 

21 

1 

5 

September  ... 

20 

— 

8 

October 

13 

11 

4 

November  ... 

13 

17 

— 

December  ... 

12 

1 

X 

4 

Total  . . . 

235 

32 

32 

6.  Accommodation  for  Medical  Inspection  and  Examination  : 

NO  CHANGE 


MISCELLANEOUS 

{Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died 

from  infectious  diesease) 

NO  CHANGE 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

(I)  Action  taken  under  the  Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968,  and  other  appropriate  statutory  instru 
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Foodstuifs  condemned  during  the  year  totalled  63  tons  0 cwt. 
0 qrs.  15  lbs.,  an  increase  of  approximately  5 tons  on  the  figure  for 
1967. 


Country  of  Origin 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

lbs. 

Spain 

21 

16 

0 

0 

Potatoes 

12 

1 

2 

0 

Onions 

6 

15 

1 

3 

Fruit 

0 

13 

3 

1 

Tinned  Fruit 

0 

11 

1 

7 

Vegetables 

0 

5 

0 

16 

Tinned 

Vegctc 

Cyprus 

17 

0 

1 

0 

C arrots 

Turkey 

3 

14 

0 

23 

Fruit 

Portugal 

0 

0 

3 

11 

Vegetables 

Belgium 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Fish 

Portugal 

0 

0 

2 

10 

Tinned 

Vegeta 

Total  

63 

0 

0 

15 

Wet  rot  affected  a considerable  proportion  of  the  potatoes  con- 
demned, caused  in  all  probability  by  bad  stowage  and  inadequate 
ventilation  in  conjunction  with  washing  of  the  consignment  prior 
tec  shipment  : oil  contamination  of  cargoes  was  also  encountered. 

The  carrots  referred  to  were  in  an  advanced  state  of  decompos- 
ition and  were  no  doubt  infected  with  the  species  of  fungus  which 
in  1964  accounted  for  the  condemnation  of  over  193  tons. 

2.  Public  Health  {Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937  : 

The  Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968. 

The  Regulations  of  1937  were  replaced  by  The  Imported  Food 
Regulations,  1968,  on  1st  August,  1968,  but  apart  from  some  amend- 
ments to  the  Administrative  procedure,  little  change  in  the  “Official 
Certificate”  (relating  to  meat  and  meat  products)  and  sampling  was 
introduced. 

(a)  Meat  and  Meat  Products  : 

Hog  Casings  : Package  (40  kilos) — incorrect  Establishment 
number  on  Official  Certificate.  Undertaking,  witnessed  by  a mag- 
istrate, given  by  the  consignees  that  goods  were  imported  for  sample 
purposes  only  and  would  not  be  used  for  human  consumption. 
Package  released  to  consignees  and  destination  Health  Authority 
informed  for  any  action  necessary. 

Frozen  Beef  Quarters  : Approximately  363  cwts.  from  Sweden 
detained  as  Establishment  Number  printed  on  Official  Certificates 
had  not  been  acknowledged  as  officially  approved.  After  consulta- 
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tion  with  the  Central  Government  Department  concerned  and  the 
Swedish  Embassy  it  was  subsequently  verified  that  the  Establish- 
ment Number  had  in  fact  been  approved  but  failure  to  notify  the 
Central  Government  department  had  delayed  publication  of  the 
necessary  details. 

The  notice  of  detention  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 

(b)  Total  number  of  samples  of  food  submitted  : — 42 

(i)  Examined  bacteriologically 4 

(ii)  Examined  chemically  ...  ••  42 

The  samples  submitted  were  generally  of  a high  standard  and, 
apart  from  minor  labelling  infringements,  in  two  instances  only  did 
the  Public  Analyst  report  adversely. 

In  the  case  of  tinned  sauerkraut  the  presence  of  sulphite  pre- 
servative was  confirmed,  while  a sample  of  tomato  paste  was  report- 
ed as  having  an  excess  copper  content : in  both  instances  the  facts 
were  reported  to  the  destination  Health  Authority  for  any  further 
necessary  action. 
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